Pull Tabs?

We receive calls daily about the value of aluminum pull tabs.  Contrary to a recently revived rumor, a mayonnaise jar full of tabs is NOT worth $200!  In the same way, a gallon milk jug of tabs is NOT worth $500! 
While many people have heard about this, it is not possible.  Pull tabs are just aluminum.  There is nothing special about the type or quality of aluminum.  As they are small, and difficult to handle, they are valued the same as foil, or spam cans, at 5 cents per pound!  If you leave them on a HI-5 deposit can, that same can with tab is worth $1.60 per pound (starting December 1, 2010).  By taking the pull tabs off of the cans you are losing $1.55 per pound!
If anyone tells you they got $200 for a jar of pull tabs, think again about that person.  Ask to see a receipt or other proof.  If they cannot produce it, you know it is a lie.   From Hawaii’s largest beverage container recycler, please believe us, it is a LIE.  You can make money by recycling scrap metal & redeeming cans and bottles, but not very much by selling aluminum pull tabs.
The likely start for this rumor was the campaign by Ronald McDonald House where they asked customers to deposit pull tabs in a cardboard “bank” on the counters of McDonald’s restaurants.  For each tab deposited, McDonalds would give $1 to the Ronald McDonald House charity.  This $1 had nothing to do with the value of the tab; it was used as a sign of giving.  It is still a great charity, but this caused many people to mistakenly think there was a big value to the tabs themselves.  Sorry to say there is not.   
